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“ENGLISH LEXICOGRAPHY”

Test . How to use a dictionary (Take home test)
(Тест для самостоятельной внеаудиторной работы)

1. The dictionary as a whole has a framing structure which comprises a
set  of  main  sections.  Get  yourself  acquainted  with  the  structure  of  a
general dictionary as visualized below. 

2.   Analyze  the  structure  of  any  general  dictionary  and  give  a  short
description of the sections completing the following sentences:

a) the  table  of  contents  of  the  dictionary  contains
________________.

b) the preface of the dictionary provides at  least the following kinds
of information:

(1)



(2)
(3)
(4)
…

c) instructions or the guide to the use of the dictionary deals with the
following topics: 

(1)
(2)
(3)
…

d) grammatical information is presented
_________________________.

e) conversion tables may provide
_______________________________.

f) the list of abbreviations contains
_____________________________.

g) symbols
________________________________________________.

h) bibliography
_____________________________________________.

i) reference structure (inside the article , between the article, to one
of the main
sections)______________________________________.

3.  What  dictionary  do  you  usually  use?  Compare  the  structure  given
above with the structure of ‘your’ dictionary.

4.  What  are  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  electronic
dictionaries? 

5.  Analyze  the  polysemantic  word  ‘fell’.  Present  its  semantic  structure
using different types of dictionaries.

6. Characterize in details the Roget’s Dictionary. Complete the following
sentences:

a) Roget P.M. singled out six major classes of categories, they are:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)

b) Entries  in  the  Roget  Dictionary  are  in  onomasiological  order,
going from ___________ .

c) Those  who  look  for  a  particular  word  (e.g.  ‘beautiful’)  and
semantically  similar  words  should  start  their  search  with



__________ index of words provided by the dictionary. The word
‘beautiful’  would  lead  them  to  the  entry  with  names  for  the
concept ___________ in the conceptual categories and to the entry
with slightly different names for the concept. 

d) Most  dictionaries  practice  semasiological  approach  in  the
organization  of  an  entry,  and  information  there  goes  from
___________ to the correspondent ___________ .

7. Illustrate with  your  own  examples  syntagmatic  information  about  the
use of the lexical unit in a sentence. (Tip: this information may be given
in the form of verbal illustration or formal patterns).


